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ERCTFCTITO: AGA TNST CARELESSNESS 


GRNERAL: 


acts lead to frequent casualties in the com- 
bat zono. Such casualties have just as serious an effect on our fight- 
ing strength as battle casualties, Troops must always be as alert 
egainst accidents as against oncny action. 


a. Careless or thoughtle: 


BOOBY TRAPS: 


a. This is the nane given to devices used by an eneny to wound or 
kill careless or thoughtless opponents. Ag the name indicates, only 
a "booby" will be injured by such a trap. Mon must alvays be watch= 
ful for thom in areas which have boon in the possession of the eneny. 
They may be connectcd to doors, windows, furniturc, and souvenirs, 
such as holmots or parts of uniforms or rifles, and they may bo at- 
tachod to weapons or vohicles which have had to bo abandoned, 


b. DESCRITPION:= Tho clomentary booby trap usually consists of a 
small chargo of oxplosive, either in slabs or in a cartridge, with 
an ignitor worked by either push or pull methods or both, A wire or 
cord may bo attachod to the igniter and to anothor object or the trap 


-may bo placed boneath a loose board. 


¢, LOCATION:= Tho following aro examples of placos in which booby 
traps may bo used: 


(1) DOORS:- Traps are placed inside houses, over doors, in door francs, 
or against tho wall bohind tho door when wide open, Doors in such cases 
aro raroly locked and aro sometimes loft ajar. 


ndows 


(2) WINDOWS:- Traps aro placed on insido sills of ground floor wii 
or connected to closed or half-open shutters with a wire in tonsil 


(3) BARN DOORS:= Traps, usually of heavier charge than referred to in 
(1) and (2) above, may be placed on tho ground or between battens at tho 
hoight of aman, They may be placed undor 2 loose board in the floor. 


(4) VEHICLES:- Traps may be placed insido tho cab of a vehicle, at- 
techod to the door or a brake handle, or under the sout. They may bo 
found under the closed or half-open hood of the vehiclo. 


(5) SOUVEVIRS:- A helmet, pair of boots, blousc, riflo, or piste 
other picco of cquimmont, particulariy when left in a building or oth 
confinod space, nay bo connected with a boobs trap, This is a parvic= | 
wlarly uscful typo ageinst an opporont with tho hxbit of collecting 
souvenirs, 


(6) MISCELLANEOUS:- Traps may be used in collar entrances, inside 
doors, cupboards, chests of dravors, and farmyard vohicles. 


ANTIPERSONNEL MINES: 
a. Such minos work with shrapnel offect, that is, using a casing con- 


taining hundrods of bullets or othor nivsilos which aro blown throvgh 
tho air by tho oxplosion of tho minc. Like booby traps they may work on 
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ANTIPERSONNEL HINES (Cont.) 


the push or pull rethed. They arc particularly useful in woods where 
thoy aro nore easily canouflaged. linea with pull igaiters are usually 
worked by a sinplo trip wire but nay be fixcd to loose branches nnd 
other ninor hindrances to edvance which an unsuspecting person is liable 
to movo. A minc with e push ignitor is generslly usod in combination 
with on obstacle, being placod in tho siiddle of the obetaclo iteclf or in 


the approaches to it, 


‘Antiversonnel sines nay be frequently employed to 
protect barbcd wire, antiteak nino fiolds, and othor obstacles from 


clearing oper:tions, 
ANTITANK NINES: 


a. Antitank mines may bo found in srall fields blocking ronds or ap- 
proaches to important weapons or positions or in larger ficlds uscd cs a 
part of a continuous obstacle against tan: noveront. Many antitank 
ninos oporato only under pressure of 300 pounds or moro, but others may 
operato undor tho weight of ¢ man or may bo fitted with special roans of 
dotonation whon tampored with, Those nines should bo neutralized and 
disarmed by spocially trainod individuals. If ono encounters an arca 
whero one suspects tho presence of mines, ono should avoid it and report 


it to his commndor. 


PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES: 


a. When a soldior suspocts tho prosence of booby traps or mines he nugt 
take great cara beforo moving, Outdoor aroas should be oxaminod for 
trip and tonsion wires or disturbed surfaces of the ground, In buildings 
nothing should bo roved until it has boon thoroughly oxaninod, If a 
soldior nust ontar < building, ko shoulda try to got a view through o win 
dow of the inside of tho door boforo ho ontors, If ho can't do that opon 
the door with a long pole fron a sholtorod position. Evon if a mino 

is detonated be carcful that thore isn’t a socond ono which will cxplodo 
when the door is closed. Somotines a doublo booby trap has boon usod to 
take advantage of such carelessness, 


b. When any wire or cord is found it should be followed up, without bo> 
jnztouched, to make ccrtain that it is not connected too trap, Any 
igniters which are found must be noutralized before any wiros aro cut 
SHOUT, unnecessary moverent is made. If a cord or wiro is cut, it 

ee a aot with scissors or wire cutters, not a knifo, so thet no 
ticht. it eo gproduced while cutting, If tho wire or cord ia strotchod 
not coeddy eet be ent as thet vill detonate tho nino, If a man can- 
WEA) Ge ee outralize « tine or trap, he must mark it to protect othors 

can be dealt with by sxeciclly trained non, 


NEUTRALIZING A TRAP: 


a. ares and s:03% delicate overation 4s to find out whoro the trap 
be acuteelica” fired. Having discovercd tho charge, all ignitors nust 

zed. Push pull igniters have 2 safety doviecc consisting 
hich rassca throuyh a hele in the stem, Tho last step 
the ieca hon ine te the reinovel of this key, Whon ono has found tho 
holo. Uatt) that PoMtralize then by pushing a split pin or nail in this 
a . = thie has boca done the soldior should cxerciso treat caro to 
avoid conpressin: the imniter i eny way or pulling any wircs or cords in 
the vicinity. Once split pins arc in position you should unscrow tho ig- 
niter fron tho char: Do this with care as a dotonator may bo in the ig= 
nitor tube snd, if 50, it is linble to fall out, If one cannot unscrow 
the igniter by hand, lonvo it for 2 trainod man. 

mine unless his scission dennnds it. 
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DUDS: 


a. Tho soldior will frequontly find uncxplod-d shclls and borba in the 
aroa in which ho is working, Hoe showld nover 2xazine then or pick thom 
up unless ho has boon specially traincd to do so and his particular 
mission is to dostroy then. If he discovers such sholls or bombs he 
should warn othors of thoir proscnee and notify his coraander of their 
location. 


MOTOR VEHICLES: 


a, Carolossness in tho vicinity of motor vehicles is a cause of many 
avoidable accidents. Casualtics produced in this way are just 1s help 
ful to the cnonmy as if ho had inflicted then himsclf, Do not oxpect 2 
vohiclo drivor to bo ablo to avoid an accident. to has a big job to do 
that donands all of his attontion and the soldior's cooperation, Never 
walk on a road if it can bo avoided, Whon it is necessary, walk on tho 
loft, facing traffic, Whon ono falls out to rost by the road, move off 
tho shouldor boyond tho ditch. If soldiors arc lying in the grass at tho 
odgo of tho road it is thoir fault, not the deivor 8 if ho hitsono when 
suddenly foreed to pull off tho road. ver go to sloop 
an mots » ovon if ho is the driver ah that vehicle. It 

Tay nove out Tae pectedly. and if it docs he probably will never novo 


again, 


